_STUDIO SESSION

K ~ atherine Corden grew up
withan artteacher mother -
who encouraged her creative
dreams. But pursuing art as acareer
~'_' while arecession loomed?’

1

*becommg a physu:al theraplst
nstead. Yet she could n’tshake the

= IN\HER PLAYFUL PAINTINGS
— = KATHERINE CORDEN
RENDERS DELIGHTFULLY

QUOTlDIAN MOMENTS = >
; : © andplaceson canvas. She burlta
l N 1H E s 0 = T' S U N S O A KE D -successful side hustle for srxyears
= ﬂbefore commlttmg to pamtmgfull
= »tsme Worklngout ofhersunny

- studioin Traverse City, M|chrgan

Corden channels local wbes inher Q

sellsasﬁne artpalntmgs prmts,
greetmgcards and calendars -
IntecVLew by Kelsey Schageman n.

= MWL You are known for “your:

“evokethe simple pleasures ofa -
sand-m the-toes day—shakmg
out towels, applylng sunscreen.
What draws you tothat subject'-'

~KCin the: summer we’ re outside -
- most ofthe tlme The beach
' ISjuSt doWn the street WhICh is
one ofthe reasonswe love living
here. I'm fascrnat_ed by howhght
~and shadows interacton the water, -

thesandi islike this blank canvas,
~and the people onitarethe -
objectsinastill fie- =

MWL Do you set up your paints
_rightthere onthe beach?
KC 1like to sketch when ’m there,

but I work from photographs
when I'm painting. I'll piece together

~ acomposition from many dlfferent
pictures I've taken. Myfam|ly .
and friends generouslyserve as

: my muses.
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risky,Cordenconcluded P udentlyf =

rge'to capture llght color, p ople, = =

laid-back beach scenes, whlch she

' ?beach paintings, which beautlfully z

onfaces, on buildings. Andthen -

- KE Nomatter whatl do, | always ,{

_ etroit suburbs but spent 7
= summers visitingher -~
5 grandparents in Frankfort,

southwest of' her current home

MWI; T "tfs’interesting because

any means You don’t palnt faC|al
features,for example. =

Kc Yes, that S rlght;My style is
definitely whimsical and nostalgic,

~ andfemphasize color blocking. But
~thecolorsaren’texactly what I’'m

‘seeing inreal life. They’rericher,
more simplified, and unexpected. |

love earth tones. | might go inwith -

anideaofthe color palette, and _
then it evolves asl paint. =

“MWL Ithlnkthat Spartly = s
* whyyourworkfeelsso

_approachable, even when the
subject is walking o_rslttnng
with their back to the viewer.

- seemto comeback to palntmg
the ﬁgure It fascmates me. Asa
physical therapist, I was traqned

~ toanalyze human movement,
- towatch howsomebody walks, and
~tounderstand bonestructure.-

PHOTOGRAPHER CARSON DOWNING

— Michigan, aboutanhour 7’_ ==

PHOTOGRAPH: (PORTRAIT) COURTESY OF KATHERINE G

- — Every body |defferent and every
= posels so dlfferent and lt neve

threaoungch'lilren Hoyv has
motherhood llmpactedyour art?

- KC Kids force you to slow downand

be more present, really noticethe

 little things. We’llgoon awalkand -

stop to look at a flower or a rock.

or my daughter willbeginan art

project, and there’s no plan, but

she’s beaming and there’s a purity

tothe process. I'mtryingto channel
~my inner child more. Becomlng a.
“mom has alsohelped to distilland

: clarrfyexactlywhatmy priorltles
~are, espemalty onthe business side. -

L Your busmess encompasses :
m re than your art. You offer

e consultatlons for fellow creatives
'and publlsh aSubstack, The Art

" Table with Katherine Corden.
“What was the lmpetus for your

s rnewsletter"

KC Do you know Enneagram,
that personality test? ’'ma7:
The Enthusiast. That’sthe type of
person who is excited by a million

mterested lmalwayslookmgfor"

ic, magazmes' Substack
seemed like sucha cool way | could
fusethosemterests togetherand =
share themrwith anyone whos =

ways to extend my practlce beyond
mys stud|o Lconsider myselfto :
bean extroverted artlst =

MWL So that snotan oxymoron‘?

KC Not for me! Of course | like
mysolotlme, but | thinkit’s much
morefuntoinclude peoplein what
I’'m doing. For instance, lwon a
commission to painta muralin
Traverse City, and it was completely
inspired by our local community.
leven asked people to gather
atthebeachsol could photograph =
them for the project.

MWL Are more beach pamtlngs z
m yourfuture‘? e

Ke Definitely. Theresaspe =
vibe on,thebeach, Everyone.ts‘,more
open, more relaxed. Therestof
the world disappears. | thlnk we all
need thatescape e

Thls conversetlon has been
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