
Mahdis Azimi (JD ’14) is associate 
director of student services.

Erin Baumann (JFRC ’13, BA ’14)  
is associate director, professional 
alumni engagement. 

Jeannine Bell, Curt and Linda  
Rodin Clinical Professor of Law  
and Social Justice, is the American  
Bar Foundation’s William H.  
Neukom Fellows Research Chair in 
Diversity and Law for the 2023–24 
academic year.

Melanie Holland Bell is associate 
dean for administration.

John Breen, Georgia Reithal Professor 
of Law, will be a visiting fellow in the 
James Madison Program in American 
Ideals and Institutions in Princeton 
University’s Department of Politics. 

Adam Crepelle is an assistant 
professor. See page 2.

Ellen Douglas is assistant dean of 
academic success and bar preparation. 

Diane Geraghty, professor emerita,  
is interim director of Loyola’s Rule of 
Law Institute.

Carmen G. Gonzalez, Morris I. 
Leibman Professor of Law, serves as 
senior editor of the Journal of Human 
Rights and the Environment. 

Lisa Jacobs, associate director of the 
Legislation and Policy Clinic, was 
appointed to the Illinois Supreme 
Court Committee on Juvenile Courts. 

Breanna N. Kantor is director  
of externships.

Parker Lanigan (BASC ’12) is  
director of professional and regional 
alumni engagement. 

Kristina Lasker (JD ’19) is assistant 
director of academic success and  
bar programs.

Patricia H. Lee, Randy L. and Melvin 
R. Berlin Clinical Professor of Law 

and executive director of the Center 
for Business Law, was appointed to the 
Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) Section on Technology, Law 
& Legal Education as the conference 
co-chair for the 2023 AALS meeting in 
San Diego, California.

Tania Luma, assistant dean for  
diversity, equity, and inclusion, is an 
executive committee member of the 
AALS Section on Leadership. 

Sheldon Bernard Lyke is an associate 
professor. See page 2.

Anita Maddali is assistant dean of 
student services and Weekend JD. 

John Osterlund is managing director of 
advancement at the School of Law. 

Stacey Platt, Curt and Linda Rodin 
Clinical Professor of Law and Social 
Justice and associate director of the 
Civitas ChildLaw Center, is president 
elect of the Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, an interdisciplinary 
and international association of profes-
sionals dedicated to the resolution of 
family conflict. 

Rochelle Robinson-Levant (MJ ’01)  
is assistant dean for graduate and  
online education.

Karen Alicia Shaw (LLM ’01, SJD ’22) 
is senior director of strategic initiatives 
and accreditation.

Radhika Sutherland (JFRC ’19,  
JD ’21) is associate director of  
student services.

Joseph Tapp is director of development.

Charlotte A. Tschider was promoted to 
associate professor of law.

Faculty and staff appointments 

Follow the School of 
Law on social media:
@LUCLawAlumni

@LoyolaLaw

Loyola_law_chicago

Loyola University Chicago School of Law

School of Law faculty members have 
been featured prominently in the 
news this year. Here’s a sampling:

In the news

Bruce Boyer, co-director of the Civitas 
ChildLaw Center, co-authored a Chicago 
Tribune op-ed proposing solutions to Cook 
County’s juvenile detention practices. 

Samuel D. Brunson, Georgia Reithal  
Professor of Law, was quoted in ProPublica 
about some Texas churches making donations 
to political candidates.  

Lisa Jacobs, associate director of the  
Legislation and Policy Clinic, was quoted in  
a ProPublica and Chicago Tribune article about 
how a new bill could end police ticketing in 
Illinois schools.  

Stephen Rushin, Judge Hubert Louis Will 
Professor of Law, was quoted in the Washington 
Post about police reform since the 2020 death 
of George Floyd. 

Anita Weinberg, Curt and Linda Rodin Clinical 
Professor of Law and Social Justice, was quoted 
in a Block Club Chicago article on problems 
with lead paint and how inspections for lead 
often happen only after a child becomes sick.  

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Jeannine Bell
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New endowment 
honors a living legend
The James J. Faught Endowed Scholarship provides a 
scholarship to one Loyola law student each year
IF YOU GRADUATED FROM THE 
SCHOOL OF LAW within the last 
four decades, you likely know the 
name Jim Faught (JD ’76). For 
many, Faught’s name conjures a 
kind face, a welcoming presence, 
a tall man with a gentle demeanor. 
Some alumni say that Faught, 
who retired as associate dean 
for administration in January, is 
synonymous with the School of 
Law itself. 

In fall 2021, an anonymous 
donor established the James J. 
Faught Endowed Scholarship  
in honor of Faught’s tremendous 
contributions to the School 
of Law. The donor expressed 
admiration for Faught’s ideals, 
including his commitment to 
educational equality and his 
dedication to ensuring student 
success through guidance 
and support. This endowed 
fund provides a full or partial 
scholarship to one Loyola  
Law student annually. Jake 
Maginn (JD ’23) received the 
first award during the 2022–23 
academic year.

“I’m honestly just so honored 
and grateful,” says Faught. “It’s 
been emotional for me and also 
for my wife, who has been by my 
side the entire time.”

Anyone can contribute to the 
fund, and many people have 
already done so. The outpouring 
of generosity from alumni, faculty, 
staff, and former classmates—
Faught’s relationship with Loyola 
Law began 50 years ago when he 
was a first-year law student—is 
a reflection of the community’s 
deep gratitude for his many 
decades of impact. 

Stewarding a culture 
of collaboration
Doug Poland (JD ’94), partner 
at Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, 
appreciates Faught for shaping 
the law school’s overall culture. 
When Poland entered Loyola 
in the early 1990s, he expected 
that his classmates would be 
competitive and cold, which 
was the prevailing stereotype of 
law students in popular culture. 
Instead, Poland quickly realized 
that Faught set the tone for the 
entire school. 

“He is one of the most humble, 
unassuming, friendly, inviting, 
comforting people,” says Poland. 
“Dean Faught personified the 
culture of Loyola Law, which I see 
as serious but collaborative.”

Poland remembers that Faught 
emphasized an open-door policy 
and went above and beyond to 
make sure students knew he was 
available. He could often be found 
outside his office, roaming the 
halls, talking with students and 
checking in. 

When Poland heard about  
the endowed scholarship, he  
was eager to contribute. As 
someone who received scholarship 
support, Poland is particularly 
attuned to the difference a 
scholarship can make. 

“I think it’s incredibly important 
that we make sure money is not 
a barrier to people being able to 
pursue the kind of work that their 
heart calls them to do,” he says. 

The right support—whether 
a financial award or a dean who 

cares deeply about his students—
can change someone’s life. 

“I wanted to recognize Dean 
Faught for all the students he’s 
helped and for what he’s done for 
the law school,” Poland says. “And 
it’s critical that we continue to 
build on the culture he created.”

Caring for the  
whole person
When Kevin Lichtenberg 
(JD ’10, MA ’11), attorney at 
HeflerLichtenberg and vice 
president of the School of Law’s 
Board of Governors, attended  
law school, he was impressed  
with Faught’s character. “He  
came across as somebody who 
exuded the highest morals and 
principles,” he says.

For example, Faught spoke 
with students about the Illinois 
Lawyers’ Assistance Program, 
a cause he’s passionate about 
(Faught served as president from 
2009 to 2010). “It’s for lawyers 
struggling with substance abuse, 
addiction, and mental health 
issues,” says Lichtenberg. “He 
made it known that he cared 
about us and our well-being,  
and that would remain true  
after we graduated.” 

LEGACY

“Dean Faught personified the 
culture of Loyola Law, which I see 

as serious but collaborative.”

LOYOLA LAW 2023     27

168009MAG_r1_5895_LoyolaLaw_2023_K_07.21.23_To Printer.indd   27168009MAG_r1_5895_LoyolaLaw_2023_K_07.21.23_To Printer.indd   27 7/21/23   8:22 PM7/21/23   8:22 PM



As an alumnus and adjunct 
faculty member, Lichtenberg often 
ran into Faught at events and 
describes him as invariably kind 
and gracious. “He’s met thousands 
of students and alumni over 
the years, but he still knows my 
name,” Lichtenberg says. “Giving 
to the Faught endowment is a 
small thing I can do to be counted 
among all of us in line to support 
this really wonderful person.” 

 

Leading with 
compassion
One of Faught’s proudest 
accomplishments at the School  
of Law is establishing the London 
Comparative Advocacy Program, 
which combines on-campus 
lectures with a whirlwind legal-
focused tour of England’s capital 

over December break. Faught 
has led the program since its 
inception in 1988. 

“I really can’t put into words 
what the experience was like,” says 
past participant Kathryn “Kate” 
L. Conway (JD ’11), attorney at 
Power Rogers LLP and president 
of the Board of Governors. “It’s 
made all the more tremendous 
because Dean Faught is the one 
creating, fostering, and delivering 
the program. He is just a fountain 
of fascinating knowledge, not only 
on legal topics, but also cultural 
and historical issues.” 

In Faught, Conway discovered  
a model for how to carry  
herself in the legal profession.  
As an aspiring litigator, she 
believed she needed to be tough 
and cutthroat. But Faught  
showed her another path. 

“You can be utterly successful 
while being supportive, genuine, 
and kind,” she says. “You can 
make a huge impact that way.” 

Those qualities also led Conway 
to ask Faught to officiate at her 
wedding. “My fiancé and I wanted 
an uplifting presence, and he was 
the obvious answer,” Conway says. 
When she approached Faught to 
ask him, Conway emphasized that 
she didn’t want to impose; she 
remembers saying, “You already 
do so much for so many people.” 
But Faught happily agreed. 

For Conway and other donors, 
the endowment represents  
a special opportunity to  
celebrate Faught’s many years 
of selfless service to the Loyola 
community, while ensuring  
his dedication to students 
continues in a material way. 

“You’re basically getting two 
great things for one,” Conway 
says. “You’re supporting the law 
school and also contributing to 
the legacy of a living legend.”

Faught, ever modest,  
isn’t sure about the “living  
legend” designation. But he’s 
deeply appreciative of his  
tenure at Loyola and thrilled  
that the scholarship will make  
an impact on current and future 
law students. 

“I just want to thank everyone 
who has had anything to do with 
this endowment,” he says. “For 
students to go forth carrying 
my name on a scholarship is 
an incredible honor. I’m just so 
grateful for my time at Loyola. 
What a blessing it has been.”  
–Kelsey Schagemann

To make a gift to the James J. Faught 
Endowed Scholarship, please visit 
LUC.edu/law/faughtscholarship. 

Jake Maginn (JD ’23), left, received the first James J. Faught Endowed Scholarship during the 2022–23 academic year.

GIFTS

“ For students 
to go forth 
carrying my 
name on a 
scholarship is 
an incredible 
honor.”    
– JAMES J. FAUGHT 
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ALUMNI UPDATE 

MORE THAN 150 ALUMNI 
and friends gathered for 
Reunion Weekend, September 
29–October 1, 2022. Event 
highlights included class-
specific reunion programming, 
a Town Hall with Dean Michèle 
Alexandre, a Women in Law 
Conference, and the cornerstone 
event, the annual Alumni 
Awards celebration recognizing 
awardees for their outstanding 
commitment to Loyola 
University Chicago School of 
Law and the larger community. 

2022 reunion 
weekend and 
alumni awards 
dinner 

1.  Alumni gather before the  
awards celebration dinner at  
the JW Marriott.

2.  Former Illinois Sen. Jacqueline 
Collins (JD ’20) and alumni chat with 
Dean Alexandre at the Town Hall. 

3.  LaKeisha Marsh (JD ’05) presented 
the keynote address at the Women 
in Law Conference, following 
remarks by the dean.

4.  Students and alumni gathered  
for a panel discussion on  
feminist lawyering. 

5.  Master of ceremonies Kevin 
Lichtenberg (JD ’10, MA ’11), left, 
presented awards to Christine 
Caldwell Smith, who accepted 
the Francis J. Rooney/St. Thomas 
More Award on behalf of her late 
sister, Laura Caldwell (JD ’92); St. 
Robert Bellarmine Award winner 
Kathleen Vannucci (JD ’07); Medal 
of Excellence recipient Josie Gough 
(BA ’74, MEd ’78, JD ’84); and the 
Honorable Brian McKillip (BA ’68, JD 
’72), who received the Distinguished 
Jurist Award. They are pictured here 
with Dean Michèle Alexandre. 
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